
Rivera, a licensed civil engineer and traffic engineer, brings more than three decades of 
public-sector engineering, transportation, and infrastructure leadership to the Otay Water 
District. He retired in 2023 after almost 40 years with the City of Chula Vista, where he 
served as a principal civil engineer and city traffic engineer. During his tenure, he led major 
land development, transportation, wastewater, and capital improvement programs and 
managed large-scale regional infrastructure projects. 

In addition to his District service, Rivera serves on the San Diego Association of 
Governments Independent Taxpayer Oversight Committee, which oversees the expenditure 
of TransNet funds, the countywide half-cent transportation sales tax generating 
approximately $425 million annually. He was unanimously reappointed to a four-year term 
through May 2030 and serves as chair for fiscal year 2026, following a term as vice chair. 

Rivera is also active in regional and community service. His past and current roles include 
the City of Chula Vista Measure A Public Safety Sales Tax Citizens’ Oversight Committee, 
the Salvation Army South County Advisory Board, vice president of the Eastlake III 
Homeowners Association, and chair of the Eastlake III HOA’s Architectural Review 
Committee. 

Rivera’s professional achievements have been recognized with numerous awards, 
including the American Public Works Association Outstanding Service in a Public Agency 
Award, as well as honors from the City of Chula Vista and the San Diego County Bike 
Coalition. 

Rivera holds a Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering from the United States 
International University. During his free time, he enjoys traveling the world, riding his 
mountain and road bikes locally, and volunteers each March as a bike marshal at the San 
Diego Half Marathon. 

The five-member Otay Water District board of directors is the governing body of the District 
and is responsible for setting rates for service, taxes, policies, ordinances, adopting the 
annual budget and other matters related to the management and operation of the water 
agency. Each director is elected by voters within one of five divisions to represent the 
public’s interest on the Board. Directors serve four-year terms in office. 


